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Figure 1. The locations of burials on Gateway Hill (after Braswell 2007:Figure 6).

male, and that in Burial 3/1B was probably
female. Ceramics in all three burials seem to
belong to a single set of vessels dating to the
Late Classic period. We do not know if Burials
3/1, 3/1A, and 3/1B are contemporary, but if our
interpretation that the vessels from all three form
a single set, they are probably close in date.
Burial 3/2. Burial 3/2, at the foot of the
stair of the same platform, is a Terminal Classic
crypt that contained remains of two male
individuals who survived until late adulthood.
The principal individual was arranged in an
extended, supine position and oriented north-
south with his head to the north. The companion
was placed in a flexed position at the feet of the
principal individual. The principal individual
exhibits no skeletal pathologies, but does display
biocultural modifications including jade dental
inlays, dental filing, and annular oblique cranial
modification. The presence of this form of
cranial modification is a unique occurrence in
this mortuary population and may indicate the
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individual’s membership in a particular status or
identity group. Unlike the principal individual
in Burial 3/2, the companion exhibits much
skeletal pathology concentrated in his lower
appendages. Additionally, the presence of linear
enamel hypoplasia indicates that the companion
suffered an episode of systemic stress during his
childhood.

Burial 8/3. Within Burial 8/3 were the
remains of three individuals who died during the
Terminal Classic period. In contrast to Burials
3/1 and 3/2, which appear to have included
multiple individuals interred in one depositional
episode, it is apparent that this multiple burial
involved three distinct depositional events. The
remains of Individual #3, a small child of at least
five years of age, were found disarticulated
throughout the crypt. These remains were
scattered, indicating that they were disturbed by
the subsequent interment of Individual #1, a
male who survived until middle adulthood.
Because of his location and burial position, we
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Figure 2. Strontium isotope ratios by individual indicate that the individual from Burial 4/1 and the two principal individuals
from Burial 3/1 may not be local to Pusilhd (modified from Somerville 2009:Figure 3). Dashed box represents two sigma
baseline range for Pusilha once the 875¢/%Sr value of Burial is 4/1 excluded.

caries than canines and incisors. An explanation
for the high calculus score for this individual
may be due to the advanced age of the individual
because calculus continues to accumulate over a
lifetime.  Additionally, the dental health of
Companion #1 of Burial 3/1 is consistent with
that of the principal individuals, but the teeth
from Companion #2 exhibit a caries rate similar
to low-status individuals.

The lack of skeletal remains for the
companion individuals interred in Burial 3/1
prevents an assessment of pathological
differences for this burial, but clear differences
are apparent in Burial 3/2. In that double burial,
the principal individual enjoyed better health
than the companion who suffered from growth
disruptions, as indicated by linear enamel
hypoplasia, as well as periostitis on the majority
of his lower longbones.

Defining Foreign and Local: Strontium
Isotope Analysis

Osteological methods alone do not allow us to
test the hypothesis that some of the companions
were foreign to Pusilhd. But Strontium isotope

69

assay, conducted by Andrew Somerville of the
Department of Anthropology at the University
of California, San Diego, allows us to begin to
identify  foreigners in the population.
Somerville’s results are presented here only in
summary form.

Strontium isotope ratios, as well as the
total concentrations of several other elements,
were determined for 15 individuals from
Pusilha. Unfortunately, teeth from Companion
#2 of Burial 3/1 were not available for study,
and a sample from Burial 5/1 (a child with the
jade inlays) appeared to be slightly contaminated
so is excluded from discussion. Results fall into
at least three clusters (Figure 2). The single
most obvious far outlier is Burial 4/1. This
consisted of the partial remains of a woman
found resting on top of the Terminal Classic
plaza floor of the Gateway Hill Acropolis.
Given that the site was most likely already
abandoned when her remains were left on the
plaza floor, it is not surprising that she was of
non-local origin. We cannot date her death, but
the fact that a flat stone was placed on her
cranium suggests continuation of mortuary
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